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Shionogi and Nagasaki University Entered into Strategic Research 
Collaboration for Antimalarial Drugs with The Kitasato Institute.

 
OSAKA, Japan. November 25, 2020 - Shionogi & Co., Ltd. (Head Office: Osaka, Japan; President 

and CEO: Isao Teshirogi, Ph.D.; hereafter "Shionogi") and Nagasaki University (Administrative office: 
Nagasaki, Japan; President: Shigeru Kohno, M.D.,Ph.D.) have been under research collaboration in the 
field of infectious diseases focused on malaria from February 2019 (hereafter “Shionogi-Nagasaki”) 1. 
Shionogi-Nagasaki and The Kitasato Institute (Administrative office: Tokyo, Japan; President: Hirosuke 
Kobayashi, M.D.,Ph.D.; hereafter “Kitasato”), today announced the conclusion of the strategic research 
collaboration for the antimalarial drugs. 

 
The Kitasato Institute, founded by the world-renowned pioneer of infectious diseases Dr. Shibasaburo 

Kitasato, is one of the leading infectious diseases research institute in Japan, as evidenced by the 2015 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine being awarded to Distinguished Emeritus Prof. Dr. Satoshi 
Ōmura. Under this agreement, Kitasato and Shionogi-Nagasaki will collaborate on the research and 
development of the new antimalarial natural products discovered by Ōmura Satoshi Memorial Institute 
for the innovative antimalarial drugs. 

 
Shionogi-Nagasaki has also reached the agreement for research collaboration with National Institute 

of Infectious Diseases, another leading infectious diseases research institute in Japan (Administrative 
office: Tokyo, Japan; Director-General: Takaji Wakita, M.D.,Ph.D.; hereafter “NIID”), for malaria 
research since March 2020. Under this collaboration, the NIID’s expertise and technology for malaria 
infection and its molecular mechanisms are merged with Shionogi-Nagasaki’s discovery research for 
novel antimalarial drugs and vaccines. 
 

Malaria is one of the world's three major infectious diseases along with AIDS and tuberculosis, and 
mainly occurs in tropical and subtropical regions. There are approximately more than 200 million 
malaria cases and 400 thousand deaths every year, and the mortalities are mostly concentrated in children 
under 52. Because the efficacy of the preventive vaccine is insufficient and the parasites have been 
developing resistance to the existing treatments, malaria has been a serious threat to mankind globally. 
The elimination of malaria has been targeted in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a 
guideline for the international societies to achieve. 

 
Shionogi is committed to “Protect people worldwide from the threat of infectious diseases” as our 

materiality. Shionogi and Nagasaki University together accelerate the research for innovative 
antimalarial drugs and vaccines by fostering an open innovation platform that merges the strengths of 
diverse partners for malaria eradication. We will strive to contribute to the global health and sustainable 
society around the world. 
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Forward-Looking Statements  
This announcement contains forward-looking statements. These statements are based on expectations 
in light of the information currently available, assumptions that are subject to risks and uncertainties 
which could cause actual results to differ materially from these statements. Risks and uncertainties 
include general domestic and international economic conditions such as general industry and market 
conditions, and changes of interest rate and currency exchange rate. These risks and uncertainties 
particularly apply with respect to product-related forward-looking statements. Product risks and 
uncertainties include, but are not limited to, completion and discontinuation of clinical trials; obtaining 
regulatory approvals; claims and concerns about product safety and efficacy; technological advances; 
adverse outcome of important litigation; domestic and foreign healthcare reforms and changes of laws 
and regulations. Also, for existing products, there are manufacturing and marketing risks, which include, 
but are not limited to, inability to build production capacity to meet demand, unavailability of raw 
materials and entry of competitive products. The company disclaims any intention or obligation to 
update or revise any forward-looking statements whether as a result of new information, future events 
or otherwise. 
 
For Further Information, Contact:  
Corporate Communications Department  
Shionogi & Co., Ltd.  
Telephone: +81-6-6209-7885  
 


